
Right now, too many children around the world are growing up without the 
cleft treatment they need. Eating, speaking, or even breathing can be a daily 
struggle without surgery and ongoing care. 

Smile Train’s vision is a world where every person with a cleft is able to live 
a full and happy life, wherever they are and whatever their circumstances. 
We are the world’s largest cleft-focused organisation, and over the last 25+ years, 
we have supported more than 2 million safe and quality cleft surgeries. We will 
not stop until every child in need has access to the cleft care they deserve.

Smile Train’s “teach a person to fish” model was inspired by an ancient proverb: 
‘Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed 
him for a lifetime.’ We empower local healthcare professionals to treat children 
in their own communities. This approach is scalable, resilient, and, most importantly, 
effective. With your help, we can change the world one smile at a time.

LEAVE A LEGACY OF SMILES



Critical surgery is often only one part of the cleft journey and so Smile Train is 
committed to treating the whole patient through multidisciplinary programmes 
that provide access to important comprehensive cleft care services. Our model 
works by: 

Locating children in need 
Local staff and volunteers build awareness through media, outreach, and 
community activities, connecting families to free cleft care at partner hospitals.

Empowering local professionals 
Smile Train funds training for local medical workers and supports them in 
delivering life-changing cleft surgery and other comprehensive care.

Providing comprehensive support 
From surgery to speech therapy, emotional help, nutrition, and orthodontics, 
every aspect of a child’s recovery is considered.

Building for sustainability 
Our model empowers 365-day access to care, avoiding the limitations 
of short-term mission trips and helping build resilient local health systems.

Our comprehensive approach enables our local medical partners to provide 
the individualised care that each patient needs to not only heal, but to thrive.

Every year, gifts in Wills help us power ahead with our ambitions to deliver 
the very best in cleft care. By leaving a gift in your Will, you can ensure that 
Smile Train’s important work will continue this year, next year, and for decades 
to come. In short, a gift included in your Will now could make a difference for 
children well into the future.



HOW TO LEAVE A LEGACY OF SMILES

Make a note of our charity details. 
The information you need is as follows:
Registered Charity Name: Smile Train UK
Registered Charity Number: 1114748

Decide which type of gift to leave. 
Many people generously choose to leave a 
percentage share of their estate to Smile Train 
UK, which solicitors may refer to as leaving a 
residuary gift. This is the gift of all (or part) of 
the value of your estate after debts, liabilities 
and other legacies have been paid. Your legal 
advisor can explain how giving in this way 
protects any other gifts you choose to make 
to those closest to you and how giving to 
charity via your Will can reduce the amount 
of Inheritance Tax you pay.

Record your wishes.
Whether this will be your first Will writing 
appointment or you are updating your Will, your 
advisor will ask you about the current contents 
of your estate and about what you would like to 
happen to your assets after you are gone. They 
will support you in writing a Will which expresses 
your wishes clearly, looking after those closest 
to you and including your gift to Smile Train UK. 

The following wording may be helpful when meeting with your legal advisor: 

I give to The Smile Train UK, registered charity number 1114748 all (or a %share) 
of the residue of my estate for its general charitable purposes and I declare 
that the receipt of the Legacy Administration Manager or other proper officer 
at The Smile Train UK for the time being shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my executor(s).

You could choose to leave a specific sum of money to Smile Train UK, which 
solicitors may refer to as a pecuniary gift. Or, some people kindly leave a legacy 
in the form of a specific item. 

After you have left gifts to those closest to you, any type of gift left to Smile Train 
UK could make a big difference to children in the future. 

Please note that this document is not intended to provide legal advice and we encourage you to speak to 
a legal professional to ensure their Will is valid, clear and correctly witnessed.

Make a note of Smile Train’s details

Decide which type of gift to leave

Record your wishes



PIM, BORN WITH 
A CLEFT ON HER 
GRANDMOTHER’S 

BIRTHDAY, DREAMS 
OF BECOMING 

A PHARMACIST AND 
HELPING OTHERS

When Pim was born with a cleft, 
her family was devastated. Her 
grandmother, Bongkot, had prayed 
the doctors were wrong — the 
family had no history of clefts, and 
the cost of treatment made it feel 
far out of reach. On the day Pim 
entered the world, tears of fear and 
heartbreak replaced those of joy. 
The doctors’ diagnosis was correct. 
But in their darkest moment, 
hope arrived.

Doctors at Khon Kaen University 
Hospital, a Smile Train partner in 
Thailand, reassured the family that 
help was available — and completely 
free. Supported every step of the 
way, Thita, Pim’s mother, learned 
how to feed her hungry baby, and 
at just three months old, Pim under-
went her first life-changing surgery.

Despite Bongkot’s fears, Pim came 
through every procedure strong and 
smiling. Over the years, Smile Train 
continued to walk beside her, 
supporting surgery, speech therapy, 
and emotional support. Pim, now 
nine, is thriving — living a life full 
of laughter and music. She dreams 
of becoming a pharmacist to help 
others, just as she was helped.

For Bongkot, the journey from 
fear to pride has been extraordinary. 
“I’m very proud of my granddaughter,” 
she says. “Without Smile Train, none 
of this would have been possible.”

Without Smile Train, 
none of this would 
have been possible.”



Gifts in Wills left by generous people like you all 
over the world give children the ability to eat and 
speak without difficulty, go to school without 
fear, and pursue their dreams unhindered by the 
profound medical and social challenges that
can come with having a cleft. Each legacy left 
brings health, hope, joy, and life.
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On behalf of Smile Train 
and all of the people who your 

gift might support in future, 
thank you once more for considering 

giving back in such a meaningful 
and impactful way.


